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APRIL 20, 2008 – JYC MUSICAL 
8:00AM & 9:30AM– SERVICES OF WORSHIP 

9:30AM – SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY CARE 
10:45AM Coffee & Fellowship  – Webster Hall 

Sermon: Perspective Makes a Difference, Rev. Russell Carlson, guest minister 
Scripture Lesson: Revelation 1 and 22, John 1: 1 – 5  Sandy Anderson, Liturgist 

Usher Team: Hill 

APRIL 27, 2008 – MISSION SUNDAY 
8:00AM & 9:30AM SERVICES OF WORSHIP 

9:30AM – SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY CARE 
10:45AM Coffee & Fellowship  – Webster Hall 

Sermon:  
Scripture Lesson:                      James Hoffman, Liturgist 

Usher Team: Hill 
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CALENDAR OF CHURCH EVENTS 
EVENTS BEGINNING WEEK OF APRIL 20, 2008 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 – JYC MUSICAL 
8:00AM &  9:30AM –Services of Worship  – Sanctuary  
9:30AM –Sunday School & Nursery Care 
10:45AM – Coffee Hour Fellowship – Webster Hall 

11:10AM – Confirmation Class – Barwick Room 

4:00PM – Second Time Around Sale set-up (continues all week) - Church 

MONDAY, APRIL 21 
7:30PM – Wholly Ringers – Sanctuary 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23 
7:30PM – Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Sanctuary 

THURSDAY, APRIL 24 
     5:45PM – 7:30PM – Second Time Around Sale for Volunteers – Church 
FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
     6:00PM – 8:00PM – Second Time Around Sale “Early Sale” – Church 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26 – SECOND TIME AROUND SALE 

9:00AM - 3:00PM –  Second Time Around Sale - Church 

EVENTS BEGINNING WEEK OF APRIL 27, 2008 
SUNDAY, APRIL 27 – MISSION SUNDAY 

8:00AM &  9:30AM –Services of Worship  – Sanctuary  
9:30AM –Sunday School & Nursery Care 
10:45AM – Coffee Hour Fellowship – Webster Hall 

10:45AM – Junior Youth Choir Rehearsal – Music Room 

11:10AM – Confirmation Class – Barwick Room 

MONDAY, APRIL 28 
6:30PM – Property Board – Little Villa 

7:30PM – Wholly Ringers Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30 
7:00PM – Congregation Council – Barwick Room 
7:30PM – Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

FRIDAY, MAY 2 
6:00PM – PF Leave for Retreat at Tower Hill 
6:30PM – 9:30 PM – Family Life Game Night – Webster Hall 

SATURDAY, MAY 3 
8:15AM –  Spiritual Breakfast – Silver Stallion 

SUNDAY, MAY 4 – WELCOME, REV. & MRS. DUTOIT! 
8:00AM &  9:30AM –Services of Worship  – Sanctuary  
9:30AM –Sunday School & Nursery Care 
10:45AM – Coffee Hour Fellowship – Webster Hall 

 
 
 



“SECOND TIME AROUND SALE 2008:  THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS! 
Volunteers still are needed to make this year’s Second Time Around sale 
successful…have you signed up to help yet?  Don’t forget – workers get to shop early 
and find the best “stuff”!  This year babysitting is offered for all volunteers’ children 
during the week of set-up and on the day of the sale.  Babysitting is available in the 
preschool room on Monday through Wednesday, April 21 through April 23, from 
5:00PM to 8:00PM.  Babysitting also is available for workers and shoppers on 
Saturday, April 26 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM.  Please RSVP for babysitting by calling 
Heather Larson at 847/296-4825.  Also, have you heard that our rummage sale is 
going green this year?  “By slightly changing our approach to waste disposal during 
the sale, we can reduce the amount of waste normally headed for landfills,” said Chris 
Thomas, the sale’s “green coordinator.”  Please speak with Joyce Beets, Heather 
Larson, Chris Thomas or your sale room chair for details.  And, can you help to 
promote this year’s sale by taking a flier or two from outside the Church Office and 
posting it in your condo lobby, school, favorite coffee house, place of business, etc.?  
Thank You!! 

2008 RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM IN THE WORKS 
Our church once again will have a team in this year’s Relay for Life to benefit the 
American Cancer Society.  This year’s local relay will be held from 6:00PM ON MAY 
16 to 6:00AM ON May 17 at Maine West High School in Des Plaines.  For a direct 
link to the site, please email Sue Almerigi at sewnspark@sbcglobal.net or call her at 
847/299-0520. 

A VISIT FROM NEW ZEALAND 
Former longtime church members Eric, Jill & Orion Sidoti, who now make their 
home in New Zealand, plan to visit the Des Plaines area at the end of April and to be 
in church for the 9:30AM service of worship on Sunday, April 27.  Please plan to 
attend both the service and the coffee hour that day to “catch up” with the Sidoti 
family!  For further information, speak with Teena Whittenhall. 

LOCAL VERSION OF “ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW” COMES TO DES PLAINES! 
The Des Plaines Lions Club once again will host an antiques appraisal fundraiser at 
First Congregational Church on Saturday, April 19.  The event will be held in 
Webster Hall from 1:00PM to 3:00PM.  The appraiser is Karl Gates, and tickets are 
$10.  This price includes the cost of one appraisal; additional items can be appraised 
for $5 per item.  The event includes two $100 door prizes.  For tickets or further 
information, please call Bob Goerne at 847/827-3941. 

HELP REV. DUTOIT GET TO KNOW OUR CONGREGATION… 
Growth & Membership Ministries invites you to introduce yourself (and/or your 
family) to Pastor Co.  Please use the enclosed envelope to write a letter to Pastor Co 
and his family telling them a bit about you!  Include anything that you’d like to share 
– hobbies, interests, favorite travel destinations, occupation, favorite author/television 
show, movie, etc.  Photos are welcome, too!  Just seal the envelope and leave it in the 
Church Office, where additional envelopes are available.  For further information, 
please speak with Debbie Walusiak. 
 



…AND, TO KNOW OUR COMMUNITY! 
Church member Robbin Muhr is heading up a project to help Rev. DuToit and his 
family become more familiar with Des Plaines and the surrounding area – 
specifically, where to eat, shop and visit!  Robbin is calling her project “Check 
Please – FCC Style.”  If you have a favorite restaurant, grocery store, other shop, or 
a favorite local destination of any sort, you can help!  Submit a sample menu, 
brochure or other literature along with your personal comments or perhaps a printout 
of the web page to the Church Office.  Please mark it “Check Please.”  The material 
will be categorized and bound in time for Rev. Co’s arrival on May 1.  Questions?  
Contact Robbin at 847/803-6457 or romuhr@comcast.net.   

2008/2009 STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT DRIVE CONTINUES 
This week you’ll receive your Stewardship pledge cards in the mail.  You’ll receive 
both a financial pledge card and a talent pledge card.  Both are important.  Please 
prayerfully consider how you can give of your time, talents and resources to further 
God’s work in our church. 

‘GOT STUFF FOR THE SALE??? 
As bad weather affected one of the previous early drop-off dates for this year’s 
Second Time Around sale, another (final) date has been added.  You can bring in your 
donations from 3:00PM to 5:00PM on Sunday, April 20, and personnel will be 
available to assist.  No donations will be accepted after 5:00PM. For further 
information, please speak with Joyce Beets or Heather Larson. 
 

In Memoriam 
Wanda Basner 
April 4, 2008 

Adeline Renella 
April 6, 2008 

 

GIFTS & MEMORIALS 
Recent gifts and memorials have been received:  In memory of Bonnie 
Eck to the Minister’s Discretionary Fund by Jane & Don Brown, Berry 

Rasmussen and Jean Bonnell and to the First Floor Remodeling Fund by 
Diana Hubert and the Evening Circle Women’s Fellowship; in memory 

of Marge Kisslinger to the First Floor Remodeling Fund by Diana 
Hubert and the Evening Circle Women’s Fellowship; in memory of Ken 
Raab to the First Floor Remodeling Fund by Lowell Handy; in memory 
of Charlie Jenks to the Organ Repair Fund by Alice Jenks; in honor of 

Dr. Grice’s good works for First Congregational Church by Flo & Bud 
Hoffman; and to the First Floor Remodeling Fund by Ron & Sharon 

Miller and to the 
 Music Board Fund by Lucy Ding. 

 



IN MEMORY OF ADELINE RENELLA… 
Condolences to the family of church member Adeline Renella, who passed away 
from pancreatic cancer on April 6 in California, can be sent to her son at the 
following address:  Ed Mancini, 290 Riverdale Ct., #1110, Camarillo, CA 93012.  Dr. 
Grice officiated at Adeline’s memorial service, which was held in California on 
Sunday, April 13. 

 ‘WANT TO HELP PREPARE THE PARSONAGE FOR THE DUTOIT FAMILY? 
The “Wednesday Work Crew” of our church invites members of the congregation to 
help prepare the parsonage for Rev. DuToit’s arrival on May 1.  They will be 
working at the parsonage during the week of April 14 (Monday through Friday 
starting at 5:00PM and Saturday starting at 10:00AM).  Help is needed with washing 
windows, mopping floors and scrubbing walls.  Please bring your own cleaning 
products, rags and gloves.  Sign up in the Church Office or by calling 847/299-5561. 

‘WANT TO SEE “JERSEY BOYS”? 
Growth & Membership Ministries has purchased a block of tickets to see the popular 
musical Jersey Boys in Chicago on Sunday afternoon, October 12.  To date, more 
than 40 tickets have been spoken for, and they are going quickly!  If you are 
interested in purchasing a ticket, please sign up with payment in the Church Office or 
speak with Bob McCullough (827/296-3949). 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 
A little bit more about our newest church members:  Catherine Wiesner and Larry 
& Melanie Schimka were received into church membership on Sunday, March 23.  
Cathy is an accountant and a 1981 graduate of University of Illinois – Chicago. She 
grew up in Chicago’s Ravenswood neighborhood.  She enjoys traveling – whitewater 
rafting last year and a cruise this year – and visiting the family summer home in 
Wisconsin.  She also is the proud owner of a golden lab named Candy.  Larry is a 
native of Des Plaines, and Melanie grew up in Park Ridge.  He holds a MBA from the 
University of Chicago, and Melanie is a graduate of North Park College who majored 
in Music with emphasis on Voice.  They relocated to Des Plaines a few years ago 
from San Francisco. Larry is employed by Robert Bosch LLC and enjoys hand 
coloring vintage baseball photographs in his spare time.  Melanie enjoys movies and 
tending to the needs of her two cats, Tuck and Boots.  Anita Drezdzon and Ben 
Clark were received into church membership on Sunday, March 30.  Anita is a native 
of Alabama and holds both BA and MA degrees in Mathematics from the University 
of Alabama.  She taught at a New Orleans community college until Hurricane Katrina 
hit in 2005.  She is especially interested in opera music and astronomy.  In fact, she 
and her husband, William, have taken astronomical trips to destinations such as 
Bolivia, Baja, the Black Sea and Zimbabwe!  Ben is a recent graduate of DePaul 
University.  He holds a BS degree in Commerce and Finance.  Ben is employed in 
Planned Giving with the Salvation Army.  In his spare time, he enjoys photography 
and model railroading.  Dick & Nancy Wilson were received into church 
membership on Monday, March 10.  They came to First Congregational via the 
Happy Twirlers, which previously met in Webster Hall.  Dick is a native of the 
Chicago area, and Nancy grew up in Arkansas.  They enjoy hiking, bicycling, 
gardening, reading and square dancing.  They are the parents of two grown children. 



CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE FOR APRIL AND MAY 
Beginning in April, the leadership of Confirmation classes will be shared between 
Janet Thompson, Matt Cameron, and Christopher Grice. Parents are reminded that 
Confirmands have responsibilities to help with the Sunday School classes each week. 
Confirmands are to help throughout the Second Time Around Sale week and be 
present for clean up on the day of the Sale. And Confirmands are to attend and 
participate in the Tower Hill Retreat, May 2, 3, & 4. Financial assistance is available 
by speaking with Matt Cameron or Chris Grice. Once our new minister arrives, Rev. 
Co will meet with the Confirmands through the remainder of their year.  

BOOK SALE UNDERWAY 
The annual Creative Conversation used book sale is underway in Webster Hall.  All 
books are $.50, and donations are made on the honor system by using the baskets on 
the nearby tables.  Donations to this sale still are being accepted.  All unsold books 
will be included in the Second Time Around sale. 

FCC POSTERS STILL AVAILABLE 
The beautiful mosaic-style church poster, comprised of tiny photographs of church 
life over the years, that was presented to Dr. Grice at his March 2 retirement 
celebration is available to purchase for $10.  All proceeds will benefit Tower Hill 
Camp.  Also, it’s not too late to add your special photo to this poster!  Created by 
church member Joan Flaskamp, the poster continues to be a work in progress.  Please 
speak to Janet Thompson for more information. 

SUMMER CAMP BROCHURE AVAILABLE IN CHURCH OFFICE 
The entire listing of summer camps and retreats at Tower Hill and Pilgrim Park is 
now available in the Church Office. Also, included with this issue of the Tidings is a 
listing of the camps and retreats that Dr. Grice and Janet Thompson will be leading 
for Outdoor Ministries. A registration form is printed on the reverse side of the 
information sheet. Already several of our church members have registered for 
Grandparents & Me Camps and the Autumn Adult Retreat. If you have questions 
about these camps and retreats or other offerings at Tower Hill or Pilgrim Park, speak 
with Janet Thompson. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LOOKING FOR USED SHOES 
In conjunction with a unit of study on self-esteem, the Sunday School is kicking off a 
project to help the environment and, consequently, help the students feel good about 
themselves and their efforts.  As part of Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program, the Sunday 
School is accepting donations of worn out athletic shoes that will be recycled and 
made into material used for running tracks and other athletic court surfaces.  Since 
1999, the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) has worked in 
cooperation with Nike on this program.  No shoes with metal eyelets, zippers, 
batteries, cleats or spikes will be accepted.  Also, no flip-flops, pool shoes, sandals, 
dress shoes, boots or slip-ons.  Do not tie donated shoes together with the laces or 
pair shoes with rubber bands.  Please place donations in marked boxes near the 
church entrance areas.  Donation deadline is Sunday, May 4.  For further 
information, call Nancy Douthwaite at 847/215-9791. 
 



PLANS PROGRESSING FOR BARWICK/WASHROOM/HALLWAY RENOVATION 
The church committee that is spearheading the renovation of the Barwick Room as 
well as the first floor men’s and women’s washrooms reports that they have 
completed layouts and are getting estimates on the washroom remodeling.  They also 
are finalizing plans to replace light fixtures and repaint the Barwick Room using 
funds that have been donated to date.  More than $4,000 has been donated for the 
renovation fund, and further donations are encouraged.  Also, the actual name of the 
fund has been expanded to the “First Floor Remodeling Fund.” For more 
information, please speak with any of the committee members:  Norm Nanstiel, 
Ralph Murdy, Don & Mary Cameron, Jim Foster and Bob McCullough. 

NEWS FROM THE PF 
 Sign-up sheets are located in the main hallway for the PF Spring Retreat (May 2 to 
May 4) and Duvall (July 27 to August 3.)  And, the PF Flower Sale is fast 
approaching and is going to be slightly different this year!  Instead of preorders, you 
will receive a card to take to Pesche’s on May 15 and May 16 to pick out your own 
flowers.  When you turn in the card, Pesche’s will give the PF a percentage of the 
sale.  Details to follow.  For more information about the PF, please contact co-
directors Chris and Matt. 

NEWS FROM FAMILY LIFE 
Family Life is hosting Ladies Night Out at Retro Bistro, 1746 W. Golf Rd., Mt. 
Prospect, at 7:00PM on Tuesday, April 15.  All women of the church are welcome.  
The restaurant is French, and entrees average between $18 and $25.  RSVP to Amy 
Bryers at 847/296-9703.  And, Family Life is hosting a Game Night from 6:30PM to 
9:30PM on Friday, May 2 in Webster Hall.  If your family has a favorite board game, 
please bring it along!  Each family is asked to bring one entrée.  Sign up in the 
Church Office.  For further information contact Paul Whittenhall, 847/824-0364. 

ARE YOU ON THE WEBSITE? 
Our church website (fccdp.net) features news of many church staff, boards and 
ministries but this still is not a complete listing.  If you have information to add to the 
website, please speak with Debbie Walusiak so that we can update the website this 
spring.  Thank you! 

CRAFT/BAKE SALE A SUCCESS 
The Evening Circle women’s fellowship group of our church would like to thank the 
congregation for its support of the recent Craft & Bake Sale, which raised more than 
$375! 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE SEEKS INPUT 
As our church’s new fiscal year approaches, the Nominating Committee is seeking 
names of church members to serve on various church boards and committees.  This is 

an excellent way to get to know your fellow church members and to help your church.  

If you have a suggestion or would like to learn more, please speak with Ralph Murdy 
(847/699-7240) or Mark Thompson (847/298-4887). 

 

 


