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MAY 4, 2008 – WELCOME REV. DUTOIT! 
8:00AM & 9:30AM– SERVICES OF WORSHIP 

9:30AM – SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY CARE 
10:45AM Coffee & Fellowship  – Webster Hall 

Sermon: Latitude Sickness 
Scripture Lesson: John 17: 1 - 11           Katy Berman, Liturgist 

Usher Team: Huxtable 

MAY 11, 2008 – MOTHERS DAY 
8:00AM & 9:30AM SERVICES OF WORSHIP 

9:30AM – SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY CARE 
10:45AM Coffee & Fellowship  – Webster Hall 

Sermon: Spirglish 
Scripture Lesson: Acts 2: 1 - 21                     Debra Walusiak, Liturgist 

Usher Team: Huxtable 
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CALENDAR OF CHURCH EVENTS 
EVENTS BEGINNING WEEK OF MAY 4, 2008 

 
SUNDAY, MAY 4 – WELCOME, REV. DUTOIT! 

8:00AM &  9:30AM –Services of Worship  – Sanctuary  
9:30AM –Sunday School & Nursery Care 
10:45AM – Coffee Hour Fellowship – Webster Hall 

10:45AM – Junior Youth Choir – Music Room 

MONDAY, MAY 5 
7:00PM – Finance Committee – Bennett Room 

7:00PM – Growth & Membership – Home of Bob McCullough 

7:30PM – Wholly Ringers – Sanctuary 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7 
7:30PM – Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Sanctuary 

SATURDAY, MAY 10  
8:15AM –  Spiritual Breakfast – Silver Stallion 

SUNDAY, MAY 11 – MOTHERS DAY 
8:00AM & 9:30AM –Services of Worship  – Sanctuary  
9:30AM –Sunday School & Nursery Care 
10:45AM – Coffee Hour Fellowship – Webster Hall 

 

EVENTS BEGINNING WEEK OF MAY 11, 2008 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 11 – MOTHERS DAY 

8:00AM & 9:30AM –Services of Worship  – Sanctuary  
9:30AM –Sunday School & Nursery Care 
10:45AM – Coffee Hour Fellowship – Webster Hall 

MONDAY, MAY 12 
     9:30AM – Creative Conversation – Elly’s in Arlington Heights 

  7:30PM – Music Board – Barwick Room 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14 
7:30PM – Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

SATURDAY, MAY 17 
8:15AM –  Spiritual Breakfast – Silver Stallion 

SUNDAY, MAY 18 – CHILDREN’S DAY 
8:00AM &  9:30AM –Services of Worship  – Sanctuary  
9:30AM –Sunday School & Nursery Care 
10:45AM – Coffee Hour Fellowship – Webster Hall 

 

 
 

 

“SECOND TIME AROUND SALE 2008:  A SUCCESS! 



Have you heard that this year’s Second Time Around sale netted about $12,500 for 
our church?  A huge “thank you” to all those who set up, worked, cleaned up, 
donated, baked or shopped.  Also, special thanks to sale coordinator Joyce Beets and 
her assistant, Heather Larson, who will take over as coordinator next year.  And, 
thanks to Chris Thomas and other members of the sale’s new “green” committee as 
well as to Bob & Barb McCullough for hosting a “souper” open house for weary 
workers after the sale.  In case you missed the sale breakdown as announced in 
church on April 27, it is:  Antiques - $1,836.60; Bakery - $411.65; Books - $528.95; 
Clothing - $1,845.71; Door Admission (Friday) - $865; Electronics - $772.57; 
Furniture - $1,950.25; Holiday - $263.25; House wares - $1,630.45; Jewelry - 
$501.50; Outside Food - $638.83; Popcorn - $62.40; Babysitting - $15; Bag Check 
- $17.60; Toys - $765.21; Donations - $1,915; Worker Sale - $1,771.21; Worker 
Food Donations - $335.  Thanks again to one and all! 

SPECIAL THANKS FROM THE CLOTHING DEPARTMENT 
Nancy Meyer wishes to thank the many people who helped early in the week prior to 
the Second Time Around sale in the Clothing Room (Brehm Hall) and also those who 
helped box up leftover items for various local charities, put tables away and sort 
hangers for next year. 

CONCERT A SUCCESS! 
In case you missed it, our Chancel Choir and the choir from Trinity Lutheran Church 
performed a moving musical program featuring compositions by Gabriel Faure.  
Special guest harpist Erin Ponto participated in the orchestra, accompanied the choir 
on Cantique and played a beautiful duet with organist Doug Williams.  About 110 
people attended.  Proceeds from the free-will offering will be used by the Music 
Board to support our music programs and present other concerts in the future. 

2008 RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM IN THE WORKS 
Our church once again will have a team in this year’s Relay for Life to benefit the 
American Cancer Society.  This year’s local relay will be held from 6:00PM ON MAY 
16 to 6:00AM ON May 17 at Maine West High School in Des Plaines.  Walkers are 
welcome, but you also can support the team by sponsoring a walker or just by coming 
to the event and cheering on the team!  There will be music and other entertainment, 
food, inspirational speakers and more.  To learn more about this year’s relay look for 
Chris Thomas or Brian Farrell in Webster Hall after church.  For a direct link to the 
web site, please email Sue Almerigi at sewnspark@sbcglobal.net or call her at 
847/299-0520. 

HELP REV. DUTOIT GET TO KNOW OUR CONGREGATION… 
Growth & Membership Ministries invites you to introduce yourself (and/or your 
family) to Pastor Co.  Please use the enclosed envelope to write a letter to Pastor Co 
and his family telling them a bit about you!  Include anything that you’d like to share 
– hobbies, interests, favorite travel destinations, occupation, favorite author/television 
show, movie, etc.  Photos are welcome, too!  Just seal the envelope and leave it in the 
Church Office, where additional envelopes are available.  For further information, 
please speak with Debbie Walusiak. 

…AND, TO KNOW OUR COMMUNITY! 



Church member Robbin Muhr is heading up a project to help Rev. DuToit and his 
family become more familiar with Des Plaines and the surrounding area – 
specifically, where to eat, shop and visit!  Robbin is calling her project “Check 
Please – FCC Style.”  If you have a favorite restaurant, grocery store, other shop, or 
a favorite local destination of any sort, you can help!  Submit a sample menu, 
brochure or other literature along with your personal comments or perhaps a printout 
of the web page to the Church Office.  Please mark it “Check Please.”  The material 
will be categorized and bound in time for Rev. Co’s arrival on May 1.  Questions?  
Contact Robbin at 847/803-6457 or romuhr@comcast.net.   

2008/2009 STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT DRIVE UPDATE 
If you have not yet had a chance to return your pledge cards (both your financial 
pledge and your talent pledge) for the 2008/09 fiscal year, please do so over the next 
week so that all pledges can be included when we dedicate tithes and pledges next 
Sunday, May 11.  Please call the Church Office at 847/299-5561 if you need a pledge 
card. 

AND, FOR YOUR NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER… 
The Self-Help Closet & Pantry of Des Plaines (founded in the basement of First 
Congregational Church in 1971) is preparing for its biggest food drive of the year on 
Saturday, May 10.  This is the National Association of Letter Carriers food drive, and 
all food collected in Des Plaines will benefit our less fortunate neighbors.  Any time 
you can spare would be appreciated!  Volunteers are needed to sort food at the pantry 
and also to transport food (van or SUV required) from various sites in Des Plaines to 
the pantry.  Please contact Debbie Walusiak at 847/337-1443 for details or to sign up. 

‘WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT PROJECT SURVIVOR? 
What would you take with you if you had to suddenly leave your home?  What would 
you do in a different country where you didn’t speak the language?  These are just 
some of the concerns that will be addressed in a Cross-Cultural and Refugee Issues 
Orientation sponsored by Exodus World Service.  Come and learn how you can be a 
part of our church’s Project Survivor or perhaps help Exodus World Service in other 
ways.  The next informational session will be held at First Congregational Church on 
Saturday, May 10 from 1:00PM to 5:00PM.  The session will be conducted by church 
member Anita Vaughan.  For further information, contact Julie Garrett at 630/307-
1400. 

‘WANT TO SEE “JERSEY BOYS”? 
Growth & Membership Ministries has purchased a block of tickets to see the popular 
musical Jersey Boys in Chicago on Sunday afternoon, October 12.  To date, more 
than 40 tickets have been spoken for, and they are going quickly!  If you are 
interested in purchasing a ticket, please sign up with payment in the Church Office or 
speak with Bob McCullough (827/296-3949). 
 
 
 
 

PIZZA PICK-UP SET FOR MAY 8 



The Sunday School Mission Works pizza fundraiser concludes with a pizza pick-up 
date of Thursday, May 8 from 4:00PM to 6:00PM in Webster Hall.  Thanks to all those 
who supported this effort!  Also, a reminder that our church has limited freezer space 
so please try to pick up your pizza promptly or make other arrangements.  For further 
information, speak with Janet Thompson. 
  

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE FOR APRIL AND MAY 
Beginning in April, the leadership of Confirmation classes will be shared between 
Janet Thompson, Matt Cameron, and Christopher Grice. Parents are reminded that 
Confirmands have responsibilities to help with the Sunday School classes each week. 
Confirmands are to help throughout the Second Time Around Sale week and be 
present for clean up on the day of the Sale. And Confirmands are to attend and 
participate in the Tower Hill Retreat, May 2, 3, & 4. Financial assistance is available 
by speaking with Matt Cameron or Chris Grice. Once our new minister arrives, Rev. 
Co will meet with the Confirmands through the remainder of their year.  

SUMMER CAMP BROCHURE AVAILABLE IN CHURCH OFFICE 
The entire listing of summer camps and retreats at Tower Hill and Pilgrim Park is 
now available in the Church Office. Also, included with this issue of the Tidings is a 
listing of the camps and retreats that Dr. Grice and Janet Thompson will be leading 
for Outdoor Ministries. A registration form is printed on the reverse side of the 
information sheet. Already several of our church members have registered for 
Grandparents & Me Camps and the Autumn Adult Retreat. If you have questions 
about these camps and retreats or other offerings at Tower Hill or Pilgrim Park, speak 
with Janet Thompson. 

GIFTS & MEMORIALS 
Recent gifts and memorials have been received:  In memory of Adeline 

Renella to the First Floor Remodeling Fund by the Evening Circle 
women of First Congregational Church and by Diana Hubert and to 

Growth & Membership Ministries by Sandy Flink; and in memory of 
Wanda Basner to the First Floor Remodeling Fund by the Evening 

Circle women of First Congregational Church and by Diana Hubert and 
to the Minister’s Discretionary Fund by Dorothy Altergott 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE SEEKS INPUT 
As our church’s new fiscal year approaches, the Nominating Committee is seeking 
names of church members to serve on various church boards and committees.  This is 

an excellent way to get to know your fellow church members and to help your church.  

If you have a suggestion or would like to learn more, please speak with Ralph Murdy 
(847/699-7240) or Mark Thompson (847/298-4887). 

 

 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL LOOKING FOR USED SHOES 
In conjunction with a unit of study on self-esteem, the Sunday School is kicking off a 
project to help the environment and, consequently, help the students feel good about 
themselves and their efforts.  As part of Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program, the Sunday 
School is accepting donations of worn out athletic shoes that will be recycled and 
made into material used for running tracks and other athletic court surfaces.  Since 
1999, the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) has worked in 
cooperation with Nike on this program.  No shoes with metal eyelets, zippers, 
batteries, cleats or spikes will be accepted.  Also, no flip-flops, pool shoes, sandals, 
dress shoes, boots or slip-ons.  Do not tie donated shoes together with the laces or 
pair shoes with rubber bands.  Please place donations in marked boxes near the 
church entrance areas.  Donation deadline is Sunday, May 4.  For further 
information, call Nancy Douthwaite at 847/215-9791. 

NEWS FROM THE PF 
 Sign-up sheets are located in the main hallway for the PF Spring Retreat (May 2 to 
May 4) and Duvall (July 27 to August 3.)  And, the PF Flower Sale is fast 
approaching and is going to be slightly different this year!  Instead of preorders, you 
will receive a card to take to Pesche’s on May 15 and May 16 to pick out your own 
flowers.  When you turn in the card, Pesche’s will give the PF a percentage of the 
sale.  Also, the PF is tentatively planning to host a car wash fundraiser on Sunday 
afternoon, May 18 but they need a location other than the church.  If you have a 
suggestion or to learn more about PF activities in general, please speak with Chris 
Grice or Matt Cameron. 

NEWS FROM FAMILY LIFE 
Family Life is hosting a Game Night from 6:30PM to 9:30PM on Friday, May 2 in 
Webster Hall.  If your family has a favorite board game, please bring it along!  Each 
family is asked to bring one entrée.  Sign up in the Church Office.  For further 
information, please contact Paul Whittenhall, 847/824-0364. 

ARE YOU ON THE WEBSITE? 
Our church website (fccdp.net) features news of many church staff, boards and 
ministries but this still is not a complete listing.  If you have information to add to the 
website, please speak with Debbie Walusiak so that we can update the website this 
spring.  Thank you! 

DID YOU KNOW…. 
That our recent Talent Auction netted $2,523 but was budgeted for $4,000? 
 

 


